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Subject Overviews 

English 

During this half term, we will be focusing on descriptive writing by describing scenes from Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory. To do this, we will focus on developing words and phrases that capture 
their reader’s interest and imagination. Following this, we will be developing our skills of persuasion 
by creating a persuasive leaflet aimed at encouraging the reader to visit the chocolate factory from 
Roald Dahl’s ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’. Throughout this term, we will be developing our 
grammar and spelling skills with focussed lessons, as well as reading chocolate themed texts to 
develop fluency along with analysing characters, recalling key events and developing inference skills. 

Maths 

During this term, the children will begin by studying the topic ‘Multiplication and Division’. We will 
learn about factor pairs, multiplying and dividing by 10 and 100. Following this, we will look at the 
formal written methods for multiplication and division. After this, the children will learn how to find 
the perimeter of rectangles, rectilinear shapes and a variety of polygons. Throughout this term, the 
children will still be given regular opportunities to practise and embed their times tables facts during 
our afternoon sessions and we encourage the children to practise regularly at home to help earn their 
Times Tables certificates.  

Science 

During the Spring term, we will be focusing on the topic of Electricity. The children will explore 
everyday electrical appliances and learn to identify which items rely on electricity in their homes and 
classrooms. We will also construct simple circuits and gain confidence in naming key components such 
as wires, bulbs and batteries. Through practical investigation, the children will learn to predict and test 
whether a lamp will light in different circuit arrangements and discover how a switch controls the flow 
of electricity in a circuit. We will explore common conductors and insulators by testing a range of 
materials to see which allow electricity to pass through. 

Computing  

During this half term, we will learn how to use Sketch Up which is a computer aided design (CAD) 
programme to assist us in creating a chocolate box based on a design brief.  

 

 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

Welcome back to the beginning of the Spring Term! We hope that you had a wonderful Christmas break and 
would like to wish you all a Happy New Year. The children have settled back into their routines well and have 
shown enthusiasm for our new topic ‘The Mayans’. During the second half of Spring Term, we will be holding 
another parents evening but if you have any questions prior to this, please do not hesitate to contact the office.   

The Year 4 Team.  



 

PSHE 

This half term, we will focus our PSHE work on Mental Health. The children will learn to recognise 
how to express and talk about their emotions using a variety of different vocabulary. They will also 
be able to apply this when talking about others’ feelings. The children will explore what sorts of 
boundaries are appropriate in friendships with peers and others and identify who to talk to when 
they need support.  

History 

To begin the term, we will be focussing our work on ‘The Mayans.’ During this topic, we will learn 
about Mayan culture, customs and beliefs and compare these to British history. We will continue to 
develop our understanding of chronology by placing key events on a timeline. To show our 
understanding and answer historical questions, we will learn how to use a range of historical sources 
to support our ideas.   

Art 

Linking to our Mayans topic, we will study traditional Mayan stelae, including the key design features 
and structures. The children will explore the different methods, techniques and tools to join clay and 
add detail. We will then design, make and evaluate our own stelae against a given success criteria. 

French 

In the first half term, we will continue to work with Mrs Coffey to develop our written language as 
well as continuing to develop accurate punctuation and intonation when reading. We will also look 
at the letters from the French link school and draft a response letter.  

 PE & Games 

During Games lessons, the children will develop teamwork and communication skills in the context of 
a range of team games, including tag rugby and handball. During the indoor sessions on a Thursday 
morning, the children will develop their gymnastic skills.   

Music 

In the first half term, our topic is Elgars’ Enigma Variations. Pupils will listen in detail to Elgar’s Enigma 
Variations and explore how music can create an impression. They will learn to play famous musical 
motif’s on the keyboard and choose other instruments in their own composition.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year group info-pictures below from left to right: 

 Head of Year 4 – Miss A Burns 
 Teachers: Miss B Evans, Mrs S Sparshott- Dzialoszynski (Mrs D), Mrs A Dhanji   
 Teaching Assistants: Mrs T Mawson 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Homework 

Spellings - Children will receive new spellings weekly which will 
be stuck in their spelling books. We ask that they access Spelling 
Shed 2 times a week minimum and complete their home practise 
in their spelling book.  

Reading - We ask that children are listened to while they read for 
about 10 minutes a day. They have an appropriate reading book 
given to them by the school but they could also choose to read a 
book from home or the library. Children who read at least 5 
times per week are awarded a raffle ticket.    

Maths - The children will be focusing on their times tables using 
TTRockstars. We ask that they access this regularly (equivalent of 
10 minutes per day).   

Homework – Topic homework will be sent out throughout the 
term (this is longer, project-based activities). Children are 
encouraged to complete their homework as it reinforces the 
learning which takes place in school and is another opportunity 
to practise. Those who complete their homework regularly and 
to a good standard can earn rewards.  

Things to Remember 

Snack -Please remember to pack a healthy snack for your child to 
eat at breaktime along with a refillable water bottle 

PE Kit – Children are required to come to school in their PE kit on 
their PE days (Monday and Thursday). Please ensure that all PE 
kit is labelled with your child’s name (this helps us to ensure it 
gets back to them when it is lost).  

Uniform –Please ensure that all uniform is labelled with your 
child’s name (this helps us to ensure it gets back to them when it 
is lost).  

· www.ttrockstars.com—for times tables 

· www.edshed.com—for spelling practise through games 

Your child has logins for both of these websites. 

Logins are stuck into their personal log books. 

  

Important Dates  

 10th & 11th February – Parents’ Evening 

 



 

Did you know we now have a Facebook page? 

We have created a Facebook page which will show any 
news and events across the Viaduct Federation of schools, 
it is titled ‘The Bushfield and Wyvern Viaduct Federation 

of Schools’.  Like us and keep up to date with any fun 
school events and news! 

 


