Viaduct Federation of Schools

Year 3 Curriculum Newsletter

Dear Parent / Carer,

Welcome back! The children are becoming a really good team, are very settled and are working hard at Bushfield. We have some
exciting learning to do this term and both the staff and children are already enthused about our new topic ‘The Active Planet’.

Subject Overviews

English

In this term, we will be focusing on the topic of an Active Planet and using this as a basis for our English work.
The children will be writing recounts in the form of a diary entry where they will be learning to use imperative
verbs and time conjunctions accurately. They will be looking at a range of punctuation, the different word
classes and extending their knowledge of sentences and the different sentence types.

Maths

There will be a big focus this term on developing the children's written methods with a focus on place value
and multiplication and division. We will continue to look at word problems ensuring the children have the
confidence to apply their new skills to a range of question types and situations.

Science

In Science, we are learning to identify the different types of rocks and group them according to their
properties. The children will be learning about our natural planet through the work of Mary Anning and the
study of fossils. We will also be getting our hands dirty as we make our own compost!

Computing

Our focus in computing this term will be E-safety. Children will learn how to discuss and discover how they
can stay safe online, as well as understanding the consequences of online sharing and the importance of
privacy and what can affect your online footprint and reputation.

Topic (History and Geography)

In Geography, we will be looking at how the Active Planet causes natural disasters that affect the lives of people
all around the world. We will be locating volcanoes on world maps and Google Earth and will learn about the
tectonic plates that move to cause earthquakes. We will be looking specifically at different volcanoes and
earthquakes in Italy. We will touch on History later in the term when we will be discussing the events that took
place in Pompeii in 79AD. This will become a stimulus for our writing in English.

PSHE

In PSHE this term, we will be looking at staying healthy through looking after our mental, emotional and
physical health. We are going to be looking at understanding the term ‘stranger danger’ and identifying safe
adults.

Design Technology (DT)

Throughout this term, in Design Technology, we will be exploring green houses. We will first learn
about their history and use and move on to learning about stable structures. Over the course of
the term, the children will design and make their own individual mini greenhouses to bring home.



PE & Games

During the indoor PE sessions, the children will be doing gymnastics. In games, children will be playing handball
and netball. All games sessions will be outside, so please ensure your child has the appropriate clothing to keep
them warm. Be aware that they may get muddy, so it is essential they have a change of shoes, and useful if they
have a change of socks too.

Music

In this half of the term, the children will link their prior learning about the rainforests in Brazil to music by
composing soundscapes using body percussion. They will also start looking at using the djembe drums.

French

In the first half term, we will be learning some action songs about parts of the body. All children have access
to the website www.linguafun.eu if they wish to top up on their skills at home.

Homework

Reading

We ask that children read each day for 10 minutes. It really helps their progress if they are heard regularly at
home and we would be grateful if you could initial their Personal Log each time you hear them. Children who
read five times a week at home will be given a raffle ticket and a winning ticket will be drawn at the end of each
half term to select a book from our new book vending machine, Jeff.

Maths

To support the times tables check (MTC) which happens nationally in Year 4, the children will be given time in
school to practise their times tables and will be tested regularly. They can also practise online using TT Rock Stars
where they can earn certificates for practising the most or being the most improved student.

Spellings

Children are given a set of spellings to practise each week. We find that practising for a few minutes every day
really helps the children to learn and remember their spelling patterns and rules. Children can practise in their
books or online using EdShed where they can play games, earn points and maybe a certificate.

Topic

We also set a homework project per topic which enables the children to further explore their learning. The
children are encouraged to complete this homework and we share all of the projects with the whole year group.

Children are encouraged to complete their homework because it reinforces the learning which takes place in
school and is another opportunity to practise the skills they have learned. Those who complete their homework
regularly and to a good standard will earn rewards.



Year group information - pictures below from left to right:

e Head of Year 3 — Mrs O’Grady
e Teachers: Mrs Shirley, Mr Brown, Mr McArthur
e Teaching Assistants: Mrs M Haith, Mrs V Lyon, Miss M Reid, Miss T Lawrence

Items to remember Useful websites
e  Practise TT Rockstars regularly e  www.ttrockstars.com—for times
e Spellings - practise new lists tables
weekly e www.edshed.com—for spelling
e Reading —read for 10 minutes practice through games
each day

e  PEKit—Tuesday and
Wednesday. Children should
arrive to school in suitable kit
for the time of year — label all
clothing and water bottles

/ Did you know we now have a Facebook page? \

We have created a Facebook page which will show any
news and events across the Viaduct Federation of schools, it
is titled ‘The Bushfield and Wyvern Viaduct Federation of
Schools’. Like us and keep up to date with any fun school
events and news!
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